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', EMBASSY HAS RFCFIVED INFORMATTON SURSEQUENT TO
REFTEL WHICH CONFIRMS THAT PRIFSTS WERE MURDERED 3Y
ROVERNMENT SECURTITY FQRCFS, HOWEVER, IT IS NOW

FLFEAR THEY WERE MILLED BY MEMBEKS OF EEgeggL gostce‘
NOT RY 99MV. POLICE 8cLIEVE MINARTA

LVED WITH "THIRD "NORLN" MOVENENT OF PRIESTS,

t. EMBASSY HAS RECFIVED INFORMATTON SURSEGUENT TO
REFTEL WHICH CONFIRMS THAT PRIFSTS WERE MURDERED 8Y
ROVERNMENT SECURYITY FQRCES, HOWEVER, IT IS NOW

FLFAR THEY WERE XILLFD BY MEMBERS OF OLICE
NOT BY ARMY, POLICE aeLIev!U'TﬂE‘TﬂU'EE%fiARIAVS""
-Htﬂ!'TﬂeUfVeo WITH "THIRD WORLND" MOVENENT OF PRIESTS,
WHICH WAS HEADAUARTERS NOT FAR FROM THE ChURCH?
HENCE, THEY WERE CONSIDNDERED FAIR GAME IN wAVE OF
VIGILANTE=TYPE EXECUTIONS POLICE nAVE CARRIED NUT

TN RETALIATION FOR BOMRING OF POLICE OFFYCE ON JULY 2
.fSFE SEPTEL). ACCORDING TO LEGATT SQURCES, POLICE
NEVER AT ANY TTME RELIEVED MONTUNERO LEADER FIRMENICH
HAD BEEN SHELTERED.BY. PRTESTS, THAT IS SIHPLY A
FARBRTICATED STORY THEY ARE PUTTING .OUT TN ATTEMPT 'TO
"JUSTTFY & MURDER WHICH EVEN BY ARGENTINE STANDARDS
WAS FXCEEDINGLY RRITAL. AND MINDLESS, POLICE SOURCES
HAVE EMPHASIZED THAT MURDERS wWERE COMMITTED BY NON=
ﬂOMHISSIONED OFFTICERS WITHOUT ANY HIGHER AUTHORIZATION,

5. AMBASSADOR WILL AND RSU' Saw PAPAL NUNCIO JULY 8.

ILATTER SAYS ALLEGATION THAT PRIESTS HAD WLERED
=1Rnwg;;H 1S AN NUT=AND=OUT LIE, HE ALSO SAID REPORT
e
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THAL WNUND HMAD MEEN RILLEY WAD "DUMEUNL ™I JIMAULIVAT IV, ™
NUNCTIU INOICATED CHURCH HAD BEEN CONCERNED THAT ONE OF
THF SEMINARIANS MIGHT HAVE SOME "THIRD WORLO" CONNECe
TINNS, NUNCIN EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THAT EVEN IF SUCH
WERE THE CASE, THAT HARDLY JUSTIFIED MURDER OF
SEMINAR[ANS, LFT ALONE OF PRIESTS WHO WERE IN NO waAY
TNVOLVED. b

3, NUNCIO INDICATED CARDINAL ARAMBURI HAD STATED
FLATLY TD MINISTER OF INTERIOR THAT CHURCH KNEW
BEVOND ANY DOURT THAT IT WAS GNA SECURITY FORCES
WHN HAD MURQERFD THE PRIFSTS, ARAMBURU SAID FURTHER
TU HAVE TOLD MTNISTER THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER THAT
ILATTER MAKE NQ COMMENT SINCE A DENTAL WOULD SIMPLY
RE A LIE, MINISTER OBLIGED AND REMAINEN SILENT,

A, NUNCIO INFORMED AMBASSADOR WILL THAT HE HAD BEEN

TOI.LD BY ONE RANKING OFFICIAL OF GUA THAT GOVT INTENUED

TO "ELEAM UP THE CATHOLIC CHURCH". NUNCIO CLAIMED “SOME GENERALS"
WANTED A CATHOLIC HIERARCHY "SlHICH AS WE HAD IN .
ARGENTINA TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGN," NUNCTYO SPECULATED

THAT MUKDER OF THE PRIESTS MIGHT BE FIRST STEP N

"CLEANING UP" THE CHURCH,

5. COMMENT, NUNCTQO S&ID HE FEARED MURDER UF PRIESTS
MAY PRESAGE 8 WAVE OF RIGHT=WING TFRRUR WURSE TrAN
ANYTHING WF HAVE SEEN BEFQRE, GIVEN CORBETTA'S
FATLURE TO BRING PNLICE TERROR UNDER CONTROL AND
INTERIOR MINTSTER'S REMARKS LAST NTIGHT LAUDING POLICE
AND SUGGESTING THEY WILL TAKE ANY MEASURE THEY QEEM
NECESSARY TN COMBATTING SURVERSION, EMBASSY IS
INCLINED TN AGREE,

HINL '



'HIS REMARKS WERE CLEARLY
CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL
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DIRECTED AT U.S. METHODS. WHEN ASKED BY THE CHARGE FOR ALTERNATIVE
APPROACHES, ESPECIALLY TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE, HE SAID THAT
SANCTIONS WERE NEVER EFFECTIVE. HE SAID THAT THE BISHOPS, WHILE
MAINTAINING THEIR NEUTRAL PUBLIC STANCE, HAD SAID HARSH THINGS

TO THE JUNTA IN PRIVATE. WHETHER THEY WOULD EVENTUALLY HAVE TO

"GO PUBLIC" REMAINED TO BE SEEN. HE LEFT THE INFERENCE THAT HE
THOUGHT THAT THESE BEHIND-THE-SCENES METHODS WERE MORE EFFECTIVE
AN THAT THEY WOULD CONTINUE TO BE USED BY THE CHURCH AND WOULD
PERHAPS BE INTENSIFIED. "A GENTLE RAINS," HE SAID, "DOES MORE

GOOD THAN A HEAVY THUNDERSTORM."



